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nation by his language, yet in his heart he vigorously pro-
tests,—much as a Scotchman would, to be called an Eng-
lishman, or an Irishman.

How long this Swiss community at New Glarus will re-
main distinctive as now cannot be foretold; but judging
from the history of colonies of German-speaking people in
some of the older states, it wiil be safe to predict thai the
Swiss dialect will exist and be spoken here two hundred
years hence, and that the people then living will bear the
stamp of the early influence.

Crime has been rare in New (flarus; larceny is almost
unknown; locked houses and barns are the exception, and
every one has confidence in his neighbor’s honesty. The
most frequent offenses are disturbances caused by too free
indulgence in liquor, or perhaps by social rivalry among
the young men. There have been but two murders in the
township, from the beginning, and in one of these two
strangers were the principals.

The success of this colony has attracted wide attention,
and much inquiry has been made in regard to the manner
of founding it. Kentucky and Tennessee have with great
success adopted the colony plan for the settlement of
their mountain lands with Swiss. Experience has demon-
strated that transplanting people in groups or colonies is
the most successful way. Such groups, taken from the same
neighborhood, carry with them a feeling of confidence and
mutual support, so necessary for the growth and well-
doing of communities. They can more freely help and sym-
pathize with each other than if they were strangers, and
are not so liable to become homesick from that feeling of
utter loneliness and desertion which depresses the settler
who comes by himself to a new land.

The colonial, or rather the communal, plan of mutual
labor and assistance, which was one of the features in the
inception of the New (Glarus colony, was abandoned as soon
as the colonists discovered that twenty acres was as nothing
in this country. Those colonists to whose lot fell desirable
tracts retained them, and as they could earn or borrow
money made haste to enlarge their fields by the purchase



